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AP Biology is a year-long course intended to model a college level introductory Biology course. It will 
require college-level work and study habits.  
 
Big Ideas of AP Biology: 

- Big Idea 1: Evolution 
o The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life 

- Big Idea 2: Energy 
o Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to 

reproduce, and to maintain dynamic homeostasis 
- Big Idea 3: Information 

o Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential to life 
processes 

- Big Idea 4: Systems 
o Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex 

properties 
Checklist: 

- Communication: sign up for Edmodo for summer announcements. We will convert to Google 
Classroom at the beginning of the school year  

- Send me an introduction email 
- Statistics Primer: expect a quiz the first week, specific day to be announced over the summer 
- Look for supply list to be posted in the summer 

 

Communication 
I want to establish communication for the summer and on into the year. Please join my Edmodo group 
Northview HS AP Biology 18-19. code is 2dzwaz. If you can’t join, please request through Edmodo or 
email me at simonsenr@fultonschools.org and I will add you. The code may expire after a few weeks. I 
will use this over the summer to let you know about any updates to the summer assignment and any 
supply lists. 
Once the school year starts, I will establish google classrooms for each class.  
 

Introduction Email 
 Please send me an email written in letter format telling me about yourself and your goals for 
your experience in this class.  
 
Subject Line: AP Biology 18-19 
Body: Your full name (& nickname that you go by if you have one) & stuff about you! 
1. Why are you taking AP Biology? What do you hope to accomplish/gain? 
2. Who was your last science teacher? What class? 
3. What other science classes have you taken? Are planning to take next year? 
4. What do you like to do (hobbies, sports, music, interests, etc.)? 
5. Do you have a job or plan on getting a job next year? What kind? 
6. What are your personal strengths when it comes to learning new material? 
7. What causes you to struggle in a course? 
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8. What is the most effective way for you to prepare for a test? 
9. How many AP classes have you taken so far? How many have you passed with a 3 or higher? 
10. How many AP classes are you taking this year (please list)? 
11. Was there anything that you liked or disliked about your previous biology class? 
12. What are you most anxious about in AP Biology? (If you have heard anything about AP Bio you are 
concerned about, please let me know) 
13. What are you looking forward to the most in AP Biology? 
 
Statistics 
The course will start out with Evolution and we will build upon those ideas throughout the year. We will 
spend the first week on science skills and basic statistics. Included in this document is a statistics primer 
for you to have a general understanding before starting the school year. Expect a quiz on this material 
on Friday the first week of school. 
 
Please review these videos 
http://www.bozemanscience.com/statistics-graphing/ 
 
There is a separate document that will be posted with the statistics primer 
 
 
Have a fun summer and I look forward to meeting you (or seeing you again) in August! 
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